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1 And what Profit ſbould we have, if we 
pray unto bim? 


HE Defign of Job in this Chapter 
and other parts of his Book, is, To 
vindicate himſelf from the unjuſt Ac- 
— cuſations of his Friends, that were 
come to be his Comforters, and who ſuppoſed 
him to be a heinous Offender againſt the Divine 
Laws, becauſe his Sufferings had been great, and 
many, and very remarkable. The Conſequence 
of which Aſſertion he denies as utcerly falſe, and 
for which they could find no Evidence, by exa- 
mining the Courſe of his Life paſt: For notwith- 
ſtanding he did mourn, groan, and even ſink un— 
der an inſupportable Load of Calamities; Low- 
neſs and Depreſſion of Spirits; ſſrarp Pains in al- 
moſt every part of his Body the Deſtruction of 
all his Children by violent and fudden Death; 
and the furprizing Loſs of a large Eſtate ; yet as 
his raſh Friends could not convict him of any 
notorious Crime, ſo- neither did his own Con- 
ſcience upbraid or terrify him. 
He knew indeed that the Frailties and Miſcar- 
N 1 riages 


20 


— 1 
_ a - m 
* = 


The ObjeJions againſt the 

riages of his Life were ſuch as would clear the 
Juſtice of God with reſpe& to both his Pains and 
his Loſſes, and that God ever afflicted Men leſs 
than they deſerved ; yet upon a careful Search in- 
to his own Actions, he did not diſcover any wil- 
ful or preſumptuous Sin; nor find Cauſe with 
ſhame to confeſs, that his Iniquities had been as 
4 extraordinary as his Afflictions; or that he was fo 
j much more highly guilty of Impiety or Injuſtice 
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1 than other Perſons, as he had been made more 
| a 

i miſerable. 

; 1 My face is foul with weeping, and on my eyelids is 

| =bſq;ini- the ſhadow of death : not for any injuſtice in my hands 

quitate . | . | 7 

4 manus alſo my Prayer is pe. My Righteouſneſs 1 bold 
UW fibcrw 7aſt, and will not let it go; my heart ſhall not reproach. 

L — me fo long as 1 live. eee PRE; 

| 5 Ile therefore ſhews, that the Error of his Friends 


, did proceed, from their not truly obſerving the 
Job 16. 8 | 
J. Methods of the Providence of God, which does 
permit the Good and the Bad promiſcuouſly to 
proſper and to decline in this World : Whereas 


1 ; ; | 
|| according to their way of arguing, none but Vir- 
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= tuous Men ſhould thrive, and only the Wicked 
1 could want Succels in their Affairs. 
1 ö And for the maintaining of his Cauſe, by way 
| | 04 Anſwer he puts this Queſtion to them, Where- 
| l fore do the wicked live, become old, yea, and are mighty 
| in power © their feed is eſtabliſh d in their fight with 
1 | | ON them, 
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4 Duty of Prayer, Anſwer d. 2 


them, and their off ſpring before their eyes? i. e. Why 
do the Ungodly become Men in Authority, and 
raiſe great Eſtates, and continue in the quiet Poſ- 
ſeſſion of them, until they arrive at Old Age, and 
alſo behold their Children clothed with Wealth 
and Power, like themſelves, and firmly ſettled 
in a Condition as ſplendid and magnificent as 
their own? 8 
Inſomuch, that the long and conſtant Proſpe- 
rity of the Wicked, hath ſo ill an Effect upon 
them, as to make them forget both God and 
themſelves, and to entertain ſo confident an Opi- 
nion of their own Suthciency and Independence, 
as vainly to imagine they can paſs through the 
World, and order and diſpoſe all their Affairs in 
it effectually and proſperouſſy, without the Favour | 
or Help of God; and that therefore they ſhould 
waſte their Time, and loſe their Labour, if they 
did Adore, Worſhip, and Pray unto him, whoſe 
Power they do deſpiſe, and of whoſe Aſſiſtance 
they find no want, „ 
Therefore they ſay unto God, Depart from us; for 
5 we deſire not the knowledge of thy Laws. What is the 
* Almighty, that we ſhould ſerve bim? Aud what Profit 
ſhould we have, if we pray unto him? 
Thus it appears, not only from the Obſervati- 
ons made by Job in his own Time, but from the 
Experience of all Ages, That ſometimes Good 
| Men 
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The Objections againſt ibe 


Men have no Succeſs in their Affairs, and that the 
Wicked are very proſperous. 

The Sum then of his Argument is, That if you 
ſee a Man hunted down and oppreſs d, to ſuffer in 
his Perſon, Children, or Eſtate, you ought not 
to conclude ſome cry ing Sin to be the Cauſe of 
theſe Calamities, and that he could not have been 


ſo ſeverely afflicted, if God had not been highly 


diſpleaſed with him. Neither if any one riſes faſt, 


and Wealth, Power and Honour come tumblin 


in upon him, mult he be reckon'd a Favourite of 


Heaven, upon account of his great Piety, or that 
he is under the more peculiar Care of Divine Pro- 


vidence. 


But aſter Holy Job, in his own Vindication had 


ſhew d what does frequently happen to Men in the 


Courſe of Things here below; leſt any body by 
this Relation 7 the Proſperity of the Wicked, 
ſhould aſcribe more Happineſs to them than they 
really have, and caſt Reflections upon the Wil- 
dom of Providence; he would not diſmiſs this 
Subject, without doing Right to God with reſpect 
to his Government of his Rational Creatures in 
this World. . 


And this he does, by acknowledging that ſome- 
times God liberally rewards thoſe that fear and 
ſerve him in this Life; which proved to be Job's 


own Caſe before he dyed: And alſo by declaring 


that 
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that the Wicked have no Certainty of obtaining a 
Plenty of the good Things of this World, nor 
Security of keeping the Poſſeſſion of them; but 
that God does often expoſe them to Temporal 
Puniſhments, and not allow them to live out 
half their days; they ſometimes being cut off in 
a ſhameful manner by the Hands of Publick Ju- 
ſtice, and ſometimes drop into the Grave, poor 
and unpitied, in their Green Years, by Diſeaſes 
and other Evils, which are the Natural Conſe- 
quences of their Sins. And that therefore their 
Objections againſt ſerving, and putting up Sup- 
plications unto God, and depending upon his 
Goodneſs and Mercy for our Lives and all the 
Comforts of them, were fooliſh, abſurd, and 
prophane. | EE 
His Words are theſe, and they immediately fol- 
low our Text : Lo, their good is not in their hand, 
the counſel of the wicked is far from me: How oft is 
the candle of the wicked put out? How oft cometh 
their deſtruction upon them? God diſtributeth ſorrows 
in his anger ; they are as ſtubble before the wind, and 
as chaff that the ſtorm carrieth, away. * God layeth 


* Servabit natis vindex Deus ipſe dolorem, 
Quem meruit pater. Ipſe ſciet, ſibi debita, natis 
Supplicia immitti; vivuſque, valenſque ſuorum 
Hauriet hanc animis cladem, proprieque dolebit. 


Vavaſſor in Locum, v. 16, 20. 


B . 


FRE WWW RRR 


| The Objeclions againſt the 


up his iniquity for his children, and his eye ſhall ſee his 
deſtruction, and he ſhall drink of the wrath of the 
Almighty. | | 

And this is a juſt Anſwer to thoſe vain, unthink- 
ing, and preſumptuous Men, who ſay, What is 
the Almighty, that we ſhould ſerve him? and what 
profit ſhould we have, if we pray unto him? For not- 
withſtanding they may live in dehance of God, 
and for ſome time flouriſh, yet the certain Con- 
cluſion of all will be, That their Candle ſhall be 
put out; that Deſtruction ſhall come upon them; and 
that in the next World, if not in this, they ſhall 
drink of the wrath of the Almighty. 


My Buſineſs at this Time ſhall be to anſwer the 
Objections Men make againſt the Duty of Prayer; 


which they frequently neglect, or coldly and for- 


mally diſcharge; as not juſtly apprehending the 
great Benefits they would receive from a conſtant 
and hearty Performance thereof; and the high 
Provocation they give God, by not rendring that 
Worſhip to him, which is his juſt Due. 


But before I come to anſwer particular Obje- 
ctions, molt inſiſted on, I would premiſe a Ge- 
neral Obſervation or Two, which will give Light 
and Strength to what ſhall follow. 


(1.) That 
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Inſwered 


Duty of Prayer, 

(1.) That Sacrifices and Prayers have been as 
ancient as the World, and uſed in all Places : 
there being no Age nor Country, wherein Men 
have not worſhipp'd and ſupplicated God , and 
rendred Praiſes to him for all the Goods they 
enjoy'd, as having receiv'd them from him. 

When this World was in its Infancy, Cain 
brought the Fruits of the Earth, and Abel the 
Firſtlings of his Flock, to be offered unto God 
in Teſtimony of their Gratitude to him; by 
whole Gracious Influence the Earth became fruit» 
tul, and the Flocks brought forth young. 

And tho' there is no expreſs Commandment 
of God extant, for the firlt Inſtitution of Sacri- 
fices; yet it cannot be thought that Cain and Abel 
would have made their reſpective Offerings, as 
Acts of Worſhip that would be acceptable to 
him, without * Adam their Father had required Weg 
them to do it, as a Duty God expected; or tem Abe- 


had adviſed it as a Thing proper, and in it {elf n tio 


traditur 


fit ; or approved it as a ſuitable Token of their in deu. 


Thankfulneſs to God, and Reliance upon him. 3 


. | b aliquot 
Chriſtianorum Monumentis : Utroſque nimirum ex Adæ Patris monito facrifi- 
caſſe Selden de jure Natur. & Gent. lib. 3. c. 2. 
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And Moſes relates, while Adam was alive that 

then Men began to call upon the Name of the Lord: Cen 4 26 
About the Senſe of which Words tho there be 
. B 2 fome 
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The Objections againſt the 
| ſome Diſpute, yet we may with high proba- 
bility collect from them, that as the Number 
of Men did multiply and greatly increaſe upon 
the Earth, the Service of God, which had been 
hitherto confined chiefly to private Families, be- 
| came more ſolemn and conſpicuous ; and Men 
i aſſembled together, at ſtated Times, in publick 
| Places, to worſhip the Lord, the Creator of 
their Beings, and the Author of all their Hap- 
" pineſs. | > 
| 
| 


C In earlier Times, Men un- 
Ad ©2600 3) le derive e dertook no Great Deſign, ei- 
ee tred upon no Matter of Con- 
| ſequence, but they firſt ad- 
dreſs' d themſelves to Heaven, to make it ſucceed 
and proſper : The Buſineſs of the Day was open- 
ed, and likewiſe cloſed with Prayer. Authors 
invoked the Gods for Wit and Underſtanding, 
and ſufficient Ability, before they began to com- 
poſe their Works. =. 
::·:!:!; N tie uu the reafonable Belief 
J e 4e, ond, seen of God's Almightineſs, who 
2a oi as wie.. Diod. Sic. L1. had all things in his Power, and 
EN” : of his unbounded Goodneſs and 
Benignity, which made him ſupply all the Wants of 
them chat truly reverenced him , which obliged 
Men to ſuch Zeal and Conſtancy in their Holy Of- 
fices ; inſomuch that the Enacting Laws, the firft 


and 
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Duty of Prayer, Anſ wered, 9 


and chief of which ufually related to Religion, 
che Building Cities, the Declaring War, the 
Plancing Vines, the Sowing Corn, and Reaping 
the Harveſt ; were all begun 1 
wich humble and devout Pray- den- el lb. f p. . 
ers and Sacrifices to God; for | 
Wiſdom in Rulers z Piety in the Miniſters of 

Holy Things ; Fortitude in Generals ; for mo- 

derate Heat, gentle Showers, and ſeaſonable Wea- 

ther for ripening and gathering the Fruits of the 
Earth. | 

| Men did not expoſe themſelves to any Danger; 
without firſt imploring the Divine Protection: 

In every Battel, they lift up their Hands to Hea- 

ven for Succeſs, before they began to fight: 

And when they were ſurpri- _ | SE 
zed by any unforeſeen Dan- "rover > ben fua mit? 
ger, either of their Lives or r thure dato ſuſtinuiſſe ma- 
Goods, they preſently wich 0! lib. 5. Faſt. 
Ear neſtnels cry undo their God Hoc tecum commune Deis, quod u- 


f trique rogati, | 
tor Deliverance 3. 48 the Ma- Supplicibus veſtris ferre ſoletis opem. 


riners in. the Ship with Jonah, , TOO OP: 
did not only. call upon their own Gods for Aſſi- 
ſtancez but did all preſs him to pray unto his 
God, if ſo be that God would think upon them; that 
they periſh not. Vo 5 

Now, ſo general and frequent Exerciſe of 
Prayer, mult import, That Men univerſally belie- 
: ved, 


ht. 
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2 The Oljeflions againſt the 


ved, that God created the World ; that he preſer- 
ved and governed all the Creatures he had made; 
that he had regard to the Manner of their Living, 
and obſerved their whole Behaviour; that as ke 


| 1 could relieve Men in all Wants 
Tizyle %% Sa T djales Ts vouy 5 


tele Are SN 761 Sv. Plu- direct them in every Difficult 
SIC Of ) Ys 


and deliver them from the 
oreateſt Dangers ; ſo he only would extend his 
Favour and Mercy to thoſe, who honoured him 
in their Hearts, obeyd him in their Lives, and 


conſtantly, ſincerely, and devoutly, did call up- 


on his holy Name. 


(2.) 1 would obſerve, That the falſe and un- 
worthy Notions, which Men in proceſs of Time 
had entertained of God, was the great Cauſe of 
the Decay of Prayer, For, as on the one hand, 
while Men believe God to be Omnipotent, Om- 
niſcient, Omnipreſent, infinitely Wiſe, Good, 
and Gracious; the Senſe of their own Infirmities 
will, not only incline, but even compel them to 
pray heartily and continually unto him; ſo on 
the other, When once they come to favour Opi- 
nions of God repugnant to the Perfections of 
his moſt Excellent Nature, there will be a pro- 

ortionable Declenſion in their Deſires, either to 


beg his Bleſſings, or to deprecate his Diſpleaſure. 


To perſwade Men to pray in good earneſt, 
they mult be convinced, T har God, knowing 


12 all 
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Duty of Prayer, Anſwer d. | 


all things, and being in every Place, does hear 
the Prayers that are lent up unto him; that he is 
able to give all the Things prayed for; and that 
unleſs they do pray to him, he never will grant 
what they want or wiſh, 

And Idolatry is ſo odious to God, fo unreaſo- 
nable, abſurd, and abominable in it ſelf, and ſo 
deſtructive of all True Religion; that the © Law 
« or Precept againſt the Worſhip of ſtrange 
« Gods, is the Sum and Sub- „ 

« ſtance of all the other Di- idotolars of iaſtar pracsscrdn 


We” . cunctorum; fundamentum e . 
bie Laus, and is the Foun— cetera innituntur præcepta Le 


"of | ſa, c. Maimonid, d Selen 
« dation on which they all 4% i 99u Seiten: 
« ſtand: So that whoſoever de- 
« files himſelf with the Worſhip of Idols, he re- 


« nounces the whole Law of God, with all the 


« Doctrines and Precepts revealed by the Pro- 

« phets. 

So many have been the Things miſtaken for 

God, wholly deſtitute of Divine Perfection, 

that it is ſcarce poſſible to number them. Men 
falling off from the Service of 1 
the only True God, even be- This is evident, from Moſes's Prohi- 


| : bition of the Worſhip of the Heaven- 
fore the Times of Miſes and Ty Bodies, and from Job's Juſtification. 
3 n of himſelf from the Guilt of that Sin. 
Job, did worſhip and burn pew. 19. 56 31. 26,27. 
Incenſe to all the Hoſt of 
Heaven, the Sun, Moon, and Stars; tho' they 
had no reaſon to believe, that they were endued 
with 
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The Objections againſt the 


with Senſe and Underſtanding ; that they could 
hear their Prayers; or had regard to the Beha- 
viour, or Concern for the Happineſs of one, 
more than of another: Since they conſtantly 


moving and rolling round about them , made 


not the leaſt Diſtinction or Difference between 
the Perſons upon whom they ſhined. 

Bur as if there had not been Stars enough for 
theſe Idolaters to fall down before as the Gods 
that protected them, they were for increaſing 
their Number; and began to fancy, that Kings, 
who by their mild and good Government had 
gained the Affections of their People; or thoſe, 


who by their prudent Conduct and great Valour, 


had defended their Country againſt Foreign Inva— 
ders, or deliver'd it from Domeſtick Oppreſlors ; 


or Perſons who had been uſeful and famous in 


their Generations, for inventing Arts that have 
been of great Profit to Mankind, or for impro- 
ving them; were, when they died, changed in- 
to Stars; and unto theſe New Deities they did 
likewiſe addreſs themſelves. 


But here their Folly and Madneſs did not make 


a ſtand ; but as brutiſh Senſuality had ſtill more 


defaced and corrupted the juſt Idea and True 


| Notions of God ia their Souls, ſo they departed 
farther, and degenerated more from Senſe and 


Reaſon in the Choice of their Gods, and the 


Man- 


N 
th 
* 


much out of their Right Minds, as to believe That 
to be God, which they did cat ? And who now 


Duty of Prayer, Anſwered. 
Manner and Kind of che Sacrifices they offered 
unto them. 

So great was the Decay of their Rational Fa- 
culties, that they ſunk to the Adoration of Four- 
footed Beaſts, Fiſh, Birds, and creeping Things, 
and of the Herbs in their Gar 


„ 


dens; e that e Rs vencranter olobult 


in hortis, 


Garlick could not elcape being P om_— Cepe Deos unponere nu | 


reputed Gods among the A- Alliaque Prudent.p. 247, 
gyptians This made T Tully » . Ecquem tam amentem eſſe putas, 


as 1t were with Indignation, qui illud, quo veſcatur, Deum credat 


eſſe. De Nat. Deor. lib. 3. p. 434. 


ask, Whether Men could be ſo 


do ſo, is well known. _ 

But what, if it was poſſible, is ſtill more mon- 
ſtrous and abſurd, they came to worſhip the Ima». 
ges and Likeneſſes of the Creatures in Heaven, 


and upon Earth, and in the Waters under the 


Earth, which they had Carved or Graven with 
their own Hands. © One preparing himſelf to wid. :4. 
* ſail, and about to paſs through the raging * 
Waves, calleth upon a Piece of Wood, more 
« rotten than the Veſſel that carrieth him. 

Now what Thinking Man could do other thang 
deſpiſe theſe Senſeleſs and Wooden Gods, of Mens 
own making, and believe them deaf to the loud- 
eſt and longeſt Prayers? Upon this Ground the 

CG - Prophet 
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The Objedions againſt the 


with Senſe and Underſtanding ; that they could 
hear their Prayers; or had regard to the Beha- 
viour, or Concern for the Happineſs of one, 
more than of another: Since they conſtantly 
moving and rolling round about them, made 
not the leaſt Diſtinction or Difference between 
the Perſons upon whom they ſhined. 

Bur as if there had not been Stars enough for 
theſe Idolaters to fall down before as the Gods 


that protected them, they were for increaſing 


their Number ; and began to fancy, that Kings, 
who by their mild and good Government had 


gained the Affections of their People; or thoſe, 


who by their prudent Conduct and great Valour, 


had defended their Country againſt Foreign Inva- 
ders, or deliver'd it from Domeſtick Oppreſlors ; 


or Perſons who had been uſeful and famous in 
their Generations, for inventing Arts that have 
been of great Profit to Mankind, or for impro- 
ving them; were, when they died, changed in- 
to Stars; and unto theſe New Deities they did 
likewiſe addreſs themſelves, 5 
But here their Folly and Madneſs did not make 

a ſtand; but as brutiſh Senſuality had {till more 
defaced and corrupted the juſt Idea and True 
Notions of God ia their Souls, ſo they departed 
farther, and degenerated more from Senſe and 
Reaſon in the Choice of their Gods, and the 
| Man- 


* 
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Manner and Kind of che Sacrifices they offered 
unto them. 

So great was the Decay of their Rational Fa- 
culties, that they ſunk to the Adoration of Four- 
footed Beaſts, Fiſh, Birds, and creeping Things, 
and of the Herbs in their Gar- 3 
dens; * ſo that Onions and Vilia Niliacis venerantur oluſcula 


in hortis, 


Garlick could not eſcape being P SS. Cepe Deos imponere nu · 


reputed Gods among the - Alliaque m—_—_— Prudent. p. 247, 


D tians. This made T Tully 5 Ecquem tam amentem eſſe putas, 


as it were with Indignation, e. 97 Wir. Bar. fl. Deum credar 


ask, Whether Men could be ſo 
much out of their Right Minds, as to believe That 
to be God, which they did eat? And who now 
do ſo, is well known. 
But what, if it was poſſible, is ſtill more mon- 
ſtrous and abſurd, they came to worſhip the Ima- 
ges and Likeneſſes of the Creatures in Heaven, 
and upon Earth, and in the Waters under the 
Earth, which they had Carved or Graven with 
their own Hands. © One preparing himſelf to wid. 13 
* ſail, and about to paſs through the raging * 
* Waves, calleth upon a Piece of Wood, more 
c rotten than the Veſlel that carrieth him. 
Now what Thinking Man could do other thang 
deſpiſe theſe Senſeleſs and Wooden Gods, of Men's 
own making, and believe them deaf to the loud- 
eſt and longeſt Prayers? Upon this Ground the 
0 - Propher 


Ss 


1 8 


. 


Ihe Objechions againſt the 
Prophet Elijah, with a juſt Sarcaſm, does expoſe 
„kings and deride the Prophets of Baal: He mocked 
5 them, and ſaid, Cry aloud ; for he is a god: either 
he is talking, or be is purſuing, or be is in a journey, 
or peradventure he ſleepeth, and muſt be awaked. 
And they cried aloud, and cut themſelves after their 
manner, with knives and lancets, till the blood guſh- 
ed out upon them. And it came to paſs, when mid-day 
was paſt, and they propheſied until the time of the Of- 
fering of the Evening Sacrifice; that there was nei- 
ther voice, nor any to anſwer, nor any that regarded. 
From which groſs Idolatry it did follow, That 
ſome Men, not taking juſt pains co diſtinguiſh 
the One True God from theſe Falſe ones, did lay 
Prayers aſide as uſeleſs ; and others did conſtitute 
and ſet up ridiculous, or immodeſt, or bloody 
and cruel Rites and Sacrifices, in the place of the 
True Worſhip. Some of which muſt move the 
Contempt, and ſome the Pity of every wiſe and 
good Man; and molt of them offend the Great 
God, as much as the very _— which they 
did hope to make Attonement for by them. 


And thus having given ſome Account of the 
Farly and Univerlal Exerciſe of the Duty of 
Prayer; and ſhewn that the falſe Notions of 
God, and the Worſhip of unable Creatures, or 
ſtupid Idols, had cauſed the Benefit of Prayers 


* 
8 nee 


Duty of Prayer, Anſwered. 


to be ſuſpected, or turned Neceſſary and Ratio- 
nal Prayers into Superſtitious Rites and Practices; 


I come to Anſwer Particular Objections againſt 


Prayer. 


Fu 


(I.) The Firſt Objection I ſhall conſider, is 
taken from Fate or Neceſlity : They pretend that 
every thing comes to paſs by a Fatal Neceſſity, 
and therefore that it cannot be haſten d or hinder d 
by Prayer. The Authors of this Objection hold, 
That this Neceſſity ariſes from the Nature of God. 

For they ſay plainly, That the World is 2 ne- 
ceſſary Effect of the Divine Nature; and that 
therefore God could not have created it ſooner, or 


later, or in any other Form or Faſhion than he 


hath done. So that according to them, an abſo- 
lute Neceſſity diffuſeth it ſelf through the Univerſe 
from which neither God nor any of his Creature: 
can be freed. 


But from whence does this Neceſſity, which 


they ſuppoſe to bind God and all his Creatures, 
proceed? If God be not free in his Actions ad 
extra which relate to his Creatures, the Reſtraint 
muſt proceed from ſome Obligation whereby he 
is bound to them; or from the Perfections of his 
own Nature. Fries 
But (1.) This Neceſiity cannot come from any 


Right in his Creatures; for they as yet not exift- 


C 2 ing, 


| The Objections againſt the 


ing, were incapable of having any Right to any 
thing ; no, not ſo much as to their own Being : 
Since Exiſtence is the very Foundation of all 


Right; and nothing is due to that, which is it ſelf 


nothing, . 

(2.) A Neceſfity of Creating the World, can- 
not be derived from the Perfections of the Divine 
Nature. It is moſt true, that nothing without 
God, can either neceſſitate him to act, or hinder 
him from acting. . 

All the Limitations of his Almightineſs muſt 
proceed from his Infinite Goodneſs, Wiſdom, and 
Juſtice: For God can do every thing which is 


not repugnant to theſe Perfections; which are the 


only Boundaries of his Irreſiſtible Power. 
But none of God's Perfections did oblige him 
to create the Worid, or ſo much as one ſingle Be- 
ing: Since they can only oblige him to ſuch Acti- 
ons, the Forbearance of which would imply ſome 
Defect or Imperfection in him. Wherefore, un- 
leſs the Suſpending the Act of Creation did im- 
ply ſuch a Defect, God by any of his Attributes 
could not be obliged to it. 
Which whoſoever aſſerts, does detract very 


much from God's Self- ſufficiency, and make him 


a Being wholly dependent on his Creatures: For 
ſeeing he cannot be God without his Perfections, 
nor perfect unleſs he create the World, and all 

| parti- 
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Duty of Prayer, Anſwered. 


particular Beings id it, the Exiſtence of the Crea- 
tures muſt be neceſſary to the Being of God. 

And this being the true State of the Caſe, let 
us take a ſhort View of ſome of the Abſurdities, 


which follow from the Opinion, That God was 


compelled by the Perfections of his Nature to 


create the World. 


1. Hence ic follows, That God was obliged 


by his Nature to give Exiſtence to all the ſeveral 
ſorts of Beings, which in their own Nature do not 


imply a Contradi&ion ; and to create as many 
Individuals of every Sort or Kind, as it was poſſi- 
ble for him to do: For if notwithſtanding the 
Immenſity of his Goodneſs, he might have deni- 
ed Exiſtence to one ſingle Individual that was ca- 


pable of it, he might as well have denied it to all 
the reſt. 1 ä . 

Seeing no one Creature can lay a better Claim 
to its Being than another. And ſo God is obliged 
to create all Poſſibilities, or elſe he is not obliged 
to create any. 

The Reaſon then, according to this abſurd 
Doctrine, why God produced no more, nor No- 
bler Beings than he hath done, can be only this; 


namely, Becauſe he had already acted to the ve- 


ry utmoſt of his Power. 


Thus God, if he operates out of a Neceſſity of 


Nature, could not but have produced all the par- 
| ticular 


"""—* Objeions againſt the 


ticular Beings which it lay in his Power to create; 
that is, in a word, all Poſſibilities: Whereas ſurely 


it will be very hard for any one to conceive, that 


Infinite Power ſhould be ſo far exhauſted, that it 
could not give Being to one ſingle Creature more 
than it had done already; not having a Capacity 
| left to add but ſo much as one Star, or one Man, 
or Worm, or Blade of Graſs, to the Thing 


which now exiſt. 8 


2. Another wicked and intolerable Abſurdity 
that flows from hence is, That all theſe particular 
Beings do as neceſſarily exiſt, as God does him- 


ſelf: And that it is as impoſſible for him to de- 


ſtroy them, as to annihilate himſelf, or put an end 
to his own Exiſtence. 

For they having no Dependence at all upon his 
Will, but being the Neceſſary Effects, and Natu- 
ral Emanations of his own Eſſence, mult neceſſa- 
rily exiſt, both as ſoon and as long as their Cauſe: 
And that it is as impoſſible for him to be with- 


out them, as for the Sun to be without Light, ar 


Fire to be without Heat. 


Whence it will follow, That the World neither 
had a Beginning, nor ſhall have an End. For the 
ſame Pertections of the Divine Nature, which at 


firſt neceſſarily engaged him to create theſe Beings, 
will as powerfully oblige him to continue them, 


once created, to all Eternity. 
Now 
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Now to affirm, That Neceſſary Exiſtence does 
belong as much to all the Things in the World, 
as to God; and that they have exiſted with him 
from all Eternity; is to confound God and Nature, 
and to take away all real Diſtinctions between 
them; which is in plain effect to ſay, that they 
are the ſame Thing, or that there is no God. 

3. From hence it follows, That it will be vain 
and unreaſonable to make any Laws concerning 


the Behaviour and Actions of Men, who being 


already in the Chains of inflexible Neceſſity, can 
in no reſpect be Objects capable of being govern- 
ed by them: And hence the Nature of Religion 
and Virtue will be deſtroyed, and the Conſidera- 


tion of Rewards and Puniſhments can no more 


be able to ſway and influence their Minds, than 


painted Food and painted Fire can nouriſh and 
warm their Bodies. 3 
For the Caſe will be juſt as if Recompences 


were offered to Clocks and Watches, to increaſe 


or ſlacken their Motions, when yet they cannot 
but move in degrees of Swiftneſs or Slowneſs pro- 
portionable to the Heavineſs of their Weights, and 
the Strength of their Springs. 1 

4. If the preſent Syſtem of Things is ſo fixt 
and unalterable, that God himſelf cannot do any 
thing above, or beſide, or contrary to what is cal- 
led the eſtabliſh d Courſe of Nature, which re- 


ſults 
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ſults neceſſarily from his own; then it will be ma- 
nifeſt there never were nor ever can be Miracles; 
and if no Miracles, no Certainty of the Truth 
of any Revealed Religion, which can only be 
proved by the Teſtimony God bears to it, by 
ſome Act of his Power, contrary to, or above 
the ordinary Method and Courſe of Things. 
But we may conclude theſe Opinions to be 
groundleſs, falſe, and impious , not only from 
the Notion of a Being compleatly perfect, but 
from thoſe Accounts God has been pleaſed to re- 
veal every where of himſelf in the Holy Scriptures. 
Thus, particularly, he teaches us by his Holy Apo- 
ſtle, That he needed not any thing, ſeeing he giveth to 
all life, and breath, and all things, The great Phi- 
Os Sud. loſopher likewiſe exprelly affirms, © That God is 
£4V why ts 
4 wage Happy and Bleſſed, not by or for any External 
P42 © Good without him, but for and in himſelf. 
TY  Andthe very Idea or Conception of an Infinite- 
«ne . y Perfect Being, does import, That it ſhould be 


1.8.p.425. ble Happineſs in it ſelf, independent from all other 


wanting to its Perfection, by reaſon of that Want 

it certainly would be leſs perfect, than if it had no 
ſuch Want. 

Wherefore God had all conceivable Perfection 

in his Nature before the World was created, 


and re- 
ceived 


woe Ariſt. Self. exiſtent and Self- ſufficient, and have all poſſi- 
de Repub. 


things: For if other Beings were in any meaſure 


Duty of P rayer, _ Anſwered. 


ceived no Addition to his Happineſs by making of | 


ic. His Moral Perfections obliging him to deal 


juſtly with his Creatures after they were made, 
could never put any Neceſſity upon him to create 
them. And if all things depend on him, and he 


on nothing, he cannot but be abſolutely free in 


the Exerciſe of his Power about the Production 


of Things without himſelf: And hath done whatſo- 5 el. 135. 


ever he pleaſed, in heaven and earth, in the ſeas, and 
all deep places. 
He not only can, but has altered the common 


Courſe and Order of Nature; he has made the 


Waters to roll, and lye on Heaps, like ſolid Bo- 
dies; he has cauſed the Sun not only to ſtand 


ſtill, but to go backwards; he has deprived the 


Fire of its devouring quality, that Men, without 


any Impreſſion on their Bodies, or Hurt ſo much 


as to the Hairs of their Heads, have walked as 
ſafely, and breathed as freely in that fierce, out- 


rageous, and mercileſs Element, as in the mild 

and gentle Air. 1 . 
He brought Lazarus to Life, after he had been 

four Days dead ; and raiſed our Ever-bleſſed Lord 


and Redeemer from the Grave upon the Third 


Day. Which Things, notwithſtanding they be 


Breaches and Interruptions of the uſual Methods 
of Nature, yet they well prove the Power God 
hath over the World, and the particular Regard 
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fects of it to be a 


he has to the Things done in it; and tend highly 


to advance the Glory of his Great Name, and to 


oblige us, with Humility, Faith, and Reverence 
to call upon him. n „ 

From all which it plainly follows, That a Ne- 
ceſſity extending it far to all Things, which 1 
hope hath been ſufficiently refuted, would render 
not only our Prayers, but all the Duties of Reli- 
gion uſeleſs; and if not remove God out of the 
World, yet ſo confound him with his Creatures, 
that there could be no Diſtinction perceived be- 
tween them. | 85 

They therefore ſpeak more conſonantly to the 
Truth, and ſo more agreeably to the Infinite Glo- 
ry and Majeſty of God, who acknowledge the 
Creatures to have received the whole of all their 
Powers from him, with a Liberty and Reaſon to 
uſe them; than they who ſuppoſe him to be the 
Neceſſary and Immediate Cauſe of all our Acti- 
ons, and conſequently the Auchor of our Sins. 
You cannot too much magnify the Goodneſs of 
God; but when you make all the bountiful Ef- 

Lolurely neceſſary, you deſtroy 

the Nature of it, and change it into Fate. 


II. Another Objection againſt the Duty of 
Prayer is, That all Things happen by Chance. 
The former Opinion ſuppoſed all Things to be 
IN govern d 


_— 


n 


Duty of Prayer, Anſwered. 


as. 


govern d and acted by inexorable Neceſſity; and 


this, that they are under no Laws or Government 
at all. The other made God the Immediate 
Cauſe of every Thing and Action; and indeed 
Him and Nature to be all one: But this allows 
him to be Author of nothing; no not ſo much 
as to know, obſerve, or care what is done in the 


World; but that the whole Mals of Creatures, 
being under no Order or Regulation, are expoſed 


to the Uncertainties of Fortune or Chance. : 
But we ſee Men, when enſlaved to Brutiſh 
Luſts, that darken the Underſtanding and harden 


the Heart, often to run from Falſhood in one Ex- 


treme, into it in another; rather than they will 
yield to the clear Truth, which condemneth thoſe 
pleaſing Vices, that they cannot fo much as think 


of parting with. 


But to proceed : The Patrons of Chance muſt - 


ſay, either, That in the great Collection of Beings 
in the Univerſe, there is nothing proper and fit to 
ſerve or carry on any Noble End or Deſign : Or, 
That no ſuch End or Deſign does appear, abour 
which they can be employed. 55 


But we may eaſily come at a ſatisfactory Con- 
futation of this pernicious and very unreaſonable 
Doctrine of Fortune or Chance, by a ſhort Con- 
templation of the Works of the Creation, which 
we ſhall find full of the Deſigns and Contrivances 
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of Infinite Wiſdom ;. and that 
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D, O 26, ne. Ariſt. Metaph, lib. 1. ſuitable Means every where are 
Pp. 841. | 


diſcovered to put them in Exe- 
cution ; which demonſtrate God to be the Author 
of all Things. 5 HS 
Whether we lift up our Eyes to behold the Sun, 
Moon, and Stars of Heaven, or caſt them on the 
Objects the Earth preſents us with, whereon we 
duell, we muſt be conſtrained to acknowledge, 
That the heaven declares the glory of God, and that 
the firmament ſheweth his handywork ; and alſo that 


the earth is full of the goodneſs of the Lord. For 
Nihil eſt enim, quod ratione, & which way ſoever we direct 


numero moveri poſſit fine conſilio: QUT ſight, We may diſcern Or- 


in quo nihil eſt temerarium, nihil va- 1 5 | 
ers nihil fortuitum. Ordo autem der, Meaſure, Beauty and Pro- 
ſiderum, & in omni æternitate con- 


ſtantia, neque Naturam ſignificat; portion, In the Infinite Variety 
eſt enim plena rationis; neque fortu- Of Creatures which offer them- 


nam, que amica varietati Conſtanti- 


am reſpuit. Tul. de Natur. Deer. lib. ſelves O our View ; and that 

SP AF all things do anſwer che glori- 
ous Intentions of their Great Creator. 5 
Conſider the vaſt Number, prodigious Size, 
unmeaſurable Diſtance from one another, and the 
incredible Swiftneſs with which the Celeſtial Bodies 
move, to perform their daily Journeys; and then 
tell, what below Infinite Power and Wiſdom 
could have formed ſuch ſtupendous Beings, or 
have cauſed them to keep their Courſe with à Re- 
gular Conſtancy, for ſo many Thouſand Years 
together. 5 | That 


a 
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That the innumerable parts of any ſingle Star 
ſhould, falling together by mere Chance, produce 
ſo wonderfully great and ſplendid a Body; which 
moving about the Heavens, ſhould keep exactly 
the ſame way, not erring to the Right Hand or 
the Left, and this without any Rule or Direction; 
is what cannot enter into the Heart of any Wiſe 
Man to conceive, or be made probable in the leaſt 


degree by any Reaſon. 

We cannot but plainly diſ- 
cover Infinite Power and Wil- 
dom in the framing thoſe im- 
menſe Bodies, in the aſſigning 
each of them a diſtinct Orb to 
move in, and in adjuſting their 
Motions and Proport ions with 
ſuch Niceneſs, that they con- 


Qui ex operibus magnificis, & 
præclaris, cum ipſum mundum, cum 
ejus membra, cœlum, terras, maria, 
cumque horum inſignia, ſolem, lu- 
nam, ſtellaſque vidiſſent, cumque 
temporum maturitates, mutationes, 
viciſſitudineſque cognoviſſent, ſuſpi- 
cati eſſent aliquam excellentem ebe, 
preſtantemque naturam, quæ hæc fe- 
ciſſet, moveret, regeret, gubernaret. 
Tull. de Nat. Deor. lib. I. p. 413. 


tinue in the ſame ſtate they were put in from their 
beginning; which having been left to blind 
Chance, could not but have fallen immediately 
into Diſorder, and reduced the World to Con- 


fuſion. 


But God's Wiſdom does not only manifeſt it 


ſelf in this, That he has aſſigned ſuch Situations 


and Degrees of Motion to the Stars, that they do 
not run all together, and deſtroy one another; 
but hath alſo placed ſome of them, eſpecially the 
Sun, in ſuch a juſt diſtance from the Earth which 


715 


we 


* = = 
— _— — 
W Mio a, DANA 


26 


** 


The Ohjeflions againſt the 


— 


we inhabit, as was needful to preſerve the Life of 
all Things therein, and to make it fitly qualified 
to produce Materials for Food and Raiment, and 


whatever is neceſſary for the Subſiſtence of Man 


or Beaſt. 


Whereas was the Sun brought nearer to the 


Earth, or removed farther from it, all the Pro- 


ductions thereof would periſh by the Exceſſes, ei- 
ther of Heat or Cold. Did not Providence gra- 
ciouſſy interpoſe it felt in our Preſervation, what 


could prevent the long Continuance either of 


ſcorching Heats, which would hinder the Growth 
and dry up the Fruits of the Ground ; or of great 
Rains, which would rot and deſtroy them. 

It cannot then but be granted, That as a due 
Mixture of Heat and Moiſture in the Air, is ne- 


ceſſary to make the Earth fruitful ; ſo likewiſe, 


that it is not in the leaſt in our Power to govern 


or change the Weather, upon whoſe timely and 


ſeaſonable Alterations, the Lives of Men, and 
other Living Creatures do depend. 

So that if we did take Things into Confidera- 
tion, we could not but be fully convinced, that 


we owe our Maintenance continually to the Care 


of Divine Providence; and that nothing is more 


reaſonable, juſt, and neceſlary, than that every 


Day, after our Petitions for Spiritual Favours to 


our Father which is in Heaven, that we may fan- 
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City and adore his Name 3 Ur poſt coleſtia, id eſt, poſt Dei 


which is great, wonderful, and nomen, Dei voluntatem, & Dei reg- 
num, terrenis -quoque neceſlitatibus 


holy ; that we may become Petitioni locum faceret, Tertal Ar 
faithful Subjects of his Glori- 7.31 = 
ous Kingdom; and ſubmit our own Wills entire- 
ly to his moſt - Righteous Will; we pray that he 
would give us our daily Bread. 
But leaving the Heavenly Lights, thoſe larger 
Portions of the World; had we now time to pro- 
ceed to the Conſideration of Living Creatures, 


we ſhould diſcover in the Forr _ 
Quid enim pedibus opus eſt ſine 


mation, not only of our own ingreſſu ? quid manibus ail com: 
| \» Pprenendendum ? quid reliqua deſcri- 
Bodies . but of thoſe of the pt ione omnium corporis partium, = 


qua nihil inane, nihil ſine cauſa, ni- 


loweſt Degree among them, fil fagerwaceneum et? "NULL 
even of the X Ant and of the ARS imitari ſolertiam Naturæ poteſt. 


Fly, infinitely WR Sue Wo rk, 1285 de Nat. Deor. lib, 1. p. 412. 
more exquiſite Skill, Contrivance, and Deſign, than 
in the moſt Famous and Noble Machines, that 
were invented by the Art of Man. 15 
Nay, did we deſcend lower, to look upon the 
Plants, Herbs, and Flowers, we ſhould behold 
cauſe enough to convince us of the Truth of 
our Lord's Obſervation, That Salomon in all his 
Glory, was not arrayed like the Lilies of the Field. 
Neither, as was now ſuggeſted, are we more to 
admire the Power and Wiſdom of God in making 
ſuch Infinite Numbers and Variety of Creatures, 
than his watchful Providence in preſerving them, 
and 


_—_— 
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and providing every thing fit and neceſſary for 
their Continuance. 


It never was imagined, that a mighty Army 


could live long in the Field, by bare Fortune or 
Chance: It being one of the chief Inſtances of 


the Wiſdom and Abilities of a Great General, to 
provide Victuals and Forage for their Subſiſtence. 
And would it not be intolerable Perverſeneſs, and 
a token of the deepelt Stupidity, with Seriouſneſs 


to aſſert, That ſuch numberleſs Troops of diffe- 


rent Creatures ſhould receive Suſtenance in due' 


Seaſon, from Age to Age, without the merciful 


Care of God's Providence 


I come now, very briefly, to anſwer the Ob- 


jections againſt Providence, raiſed from the Suf- 


ferings of Good Men, and the Proſperity of Sin- 
RS — 

In Anſwer to which, let it be obſerved, That 
we may be deceived both in the Judgments we 
paſs upon the Qualities and Characters of Men, 


and upon their Condition and Treatment in the 
World. 


For they we believe to be Good Men, may not 


be really ſo; or at leaſt, not ſo good as we take 
them to be: They may beguilty of vile Sins com- 


mitted in ſecret, notwithſtanding the fair Shew 
they make in the World; or they may have cor- 


rupt 


Duty of Prayer, Anſwered 
rupt and deceitful Hearts, wherein they entertain 
unworthy Opinions of God; or form malicious 
Deſigns againſt their Neighbours; or cheriſh their 
Brutiſh Luſts. Inſomuch that what ſeemed to be 
an unjuſt Judgment, may be a moſt Righteous 
Sentence executed upon them for their Diſſimula- 
| tion, and not walking before God in Truth and 
Uprightneſs; and it may prevent their falling into 
a more open and avowed Courſe of Impiety, In- 
juſtice, and Immorality. 

Or if the Sufferers whom we pity, be Perſons 
ſincerely inclined to the Service of God, their Sin- 
cerity may be accompanied with great Failings and 
Infirmities: Though they are not guilty of any 
heinous Actual Sins, yet their Omiſſions may be 
many, and very culpable; they may for ſome 
time have neglected their Prayers, or abſented 
themſelves from the Table of the Lord; or for- 
born the Works of Charity and Mercy: So that 
what had the Appearance of a Calamity miſpla- 
ced, was a Correction inflicted on a Perſon who 
needed it, and that in a right Seaſon, to awaken 
in his Soul the Fear of God, and to bring him to 
a more punctual Obſervation of the Duties he 
owed unto him. : 

It is then moſt true, That as we do not cer- 
tainly know who are ſincerely Good and Holy 
Men; ſo neither can we ſay, whether what hap- 
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pens to them, be for their Advantage or Loſs : . 
Since the Aſfliction may be permitted to come on 
them, for the ſake of ſome ſingular Benefit that 
it will We As Men ordinarily go not to a 
Phyſician till they are ſick, ſo neither uſually do 
they Pray with ſo much Warmth, Concern and 
Affection to God, for the biden of their Sins, 


2 the Gifts of kis Grace, as when they are att 


down and oppreſs d by Suffering, 

Wherefore great Profit may accrue to Men om 
Adverſity: Their Sickly Condition of Body may 
make them earneſtly breathe after a State of Hap- 


py Immortality, which neither Diſeaſes or Death 


can ever approach : Their Lols of Temporal and 
Tranſitory Goods, may force them diligently to 
ſeek for the Treaſures in Heaven, which can never 
periſh} or decay. 

Groundlels and unjuſt Slanders may oblige them 
to recollect what Faults they have done, which 
really deſerve to be cenſured, and forthwith to ſer 


about the Amendment of dm And a true Senle- 


of our Faults will in likelihood prove a ſecure De- 
fence againſt Vain Glory, and an high 1 of 
our ſelves. The ill Uſage of Men naturally diſ- 


poſes us to addreſs our ſelves to God for Relief; 
and when our Innocence is injured, to appeal to 
tim the Great Diſcerner and Judge of Truth, 
who. will treat his Children, not according © _ 
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Rigors of Juſtice, but with a tender Regard to 
the Defects and Infirmities of their trail Nature. 
So that Pains, and Diſtempers, and Diſappoint- 
ments, and Wrongs and Calumnies, which are 
naturally evil, may morally turn to our high Ad- 


vantage, and work together in promoting and ſe- 


curing our Eternal Good in the World to come. 
Laſtly, By all the Troubles and Diſaſters that 

befall Men, God does not intend to puniſh them 

for their Iniquities, but ſometimes thereby to evi- 


dence his extraordinary Power and Goodnels to 


the World : As he didin the Caſe of the Man thac 
was blind from his Birth: Our Lord Chrilt ſaid, 
that this Calamity did happen to him, neither for 
his own Sins, nor for the Sins of his Parents; bur 


that the works of God ſhould be made manifeſt in him, 


Jom 9. , . 


Thus alſo Publick Societies, as well as Private 
Perſons, are ſometimes ſo cloſe beſet with Dan- 


gers which ſeem to them neither to be avoid- 


ed nor overcome, that no Hope remains from the 


helping Hand of Man; and they then betaking 
themſelves, with Humility and Submiſſion to the 
Divine Will, unto their Prayers, God does in a 
wonderful manner pur forth his Arm from Heaven, 
and reſcue them out of the Mouth of Deſtruction ; 
convincing them, That He who was only able, 


had delivered them from the Terrors which were 


ready to devour them. E 2 And 
| 2 2 C 


be Objeftions againſt ibe 
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And as God has ſometimes preſerved his People 
by wonderful Ways and Means, ſo alſo by ſuch 
hath he cut off prophane and impenitent Sinners 
in the midſt of their Wickedneſs, and the height 


of their Proſperity, and when they ſhewed no 
regard to him, but had him in the greateſt Defi- 


ance; that all men might ſay, that this was the 


Lord's doing; and that he never will leave the 


World without plain Proof of the utter Deteſta- 
tion and Abhorrence he hath of all Evil. 

Now, whatever Inequality, after Allowance 
made for ſuch Conſiderations as theſe, does remain 
in the Diſtribution of Rewards and Puniſhments 
to Good and Bad Men in this Life; it affords us a 
clear and inconteſtable Demonſtration of a Judg- 
ment to come; where the dreadful and inſup- 
portable Miſeries which obſtinate Sinners ſhall 
be condemned to ſuffer, will evidently ſhew, 
what ſmall Cauſe we had to grudge, and think 
much of the poor, low, ſhort and unſatisfactor 
Pleaſures, they did partake of in the preſent State. 


(III.) A Third Objection againſt Prayer, is ta- 
ken from the Immutability of God; which, 
they pretend, will not permit him to be moved 
by our Prayers. Now, in Anſwer to this Obje- 


ction, we muſt conſider, Firſt, What is to be un- 


xt we 


derſtood by God's Immutability And ne 


muſt 
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muſt ſhew, How the Duty of Prayer is agree- 
able to ch Glorious Attribute, and in every "Re- 
ſpect confiſtent with it. 
By [mmuradllity i in God, we underſtand, that 
his Nature is capable of no Change ; and that 
there is no Inconſtancy, or krefolution in his 
Will. That he is void of Parts, which may be 
ſeparated; and of Qualities, which admit of 
Alteration That he neither can receive any Aug- 
mentation in his Perfections, nor ſuffer any Di- 
minution in them. Thar bis Attributes and holy 
Will are always the ſame : That his Infinite Know- 
ledge, Power, Goodneſs and Wiſdom, can nei- 
ther be enlarged, nor leſſen d. 

( 2.) Let us now ſhew, how conſiſtent the Du- 
ty of Prayer is with he Divine Immutability. 
And here I would obſerve, that this Objection 
lies only againſt that part of Prayer, which con- 
ſiſts of the Supplications we offer up to God for 
the Remiſſion of our Sins, or the giving of thoſe 
Good Things which we want. 

But his Immutableneſs cannot be urged againſt 

the Fitneſs and Reaſonableneſs of the Praiſes and 
Thankſgivings, we humbly render unto: him in 
our daily Prayers, for our excellent Nature, and 
the high Rank he hath advanced us to among his 
Creatures; and for all the Benefits, ſuitable to 
our Condition, he hath beſtowed upon us from 
our Birth. But. = 
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But I further proceed now, to make out the 
Agreeableneſs of asking Pardon of our Sins, or 
deſiring New Bleſſings of God, with his Imm u- 
tability. For if God be immutably juſt, and 
Juſtice does conſiſt in Rewarding the Good, and 
Puniſhing the Wicked; and if no Man can be— 
come Good, nor break off his Sins, without the 
Grace and Aſſiſtance of God; and if his Grace 
and Aſſiſtance can only be obtained by ſerious. 
hearty, and ardent Prayer; then it will be moſt 
manifeſt, not only, that our Prayers and Devo- 


tions are reconcilable to the immutable Nature of 
God; bur that, without Praying, we Delin- 


quents never ſhall obtain either Forgiveneſs, Or 
Favour. 

God has declared that he will turn the People 
into Hell who forget him ; that is, who do not 
pray unto him, and call upon his Name. Do 
now but grant that God will keep his Word, or 
that Truth is one of the Attributes of his Immuta- 
ble Nature, and what can follow more plainly and 
certainly, than that thoſe Prophane Creatures, who 
endeavour to ſhut God out of their Thoughts, and 
never ſeriouſly and religiouſly addreſs themſelves 
unto him, ſhall inevitably be condemned to utter 


Deſtruction, when he ſhall come to judge the Quick 
and Dead. 


tndeed 
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Indeed the Change by Devout Prayers is not 
made in God, but in our ſelves; Prayer being a 
great means of exciting in our Souls lively Appre- 
henſions of the Infinite Perfection of God, of put- 
ting Strength and Vigor into our whole Religious 
Service, and enlarging and improving the Facul- 


ties of our Mind, ſo as they may become more 
capacious and receptive of the Gifts and Graces of- 


the Holy Spirit. 


(IV.) Objections are made againſt Prayer from 
the boundleſs Knowledge of God: There is, they 
lay, no Reaſon to acquaint God with your Wants, 
which he knows already : It might be proper to 


inſtruct a Man about Things of which he is igno- 


rant, but it ſeems abſurd to go about to inform an 
Omniſcient Deity, unto whom all Things in Hea- 
ven and Earth lie naked and open. But what a. 
cold and imperfect Senſe muſt theſe Objectors 
have of the Defects and Dangers of their own State, 
and of the Power, Juſtice and Mercy of God, who 
ſuppoſe Prayer to conſiſt only in relating a Story 

Wie rehearſe our Deficiencies, and confeſs our 
Faults unto God, not meaning thereby to inform 
him of Things before unknown, bur to teſtifie in 
che beſt. manner we can, the great Grief we have 


for our Sins, the great Hope we have in his Mercy, 


through 
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through Jeſus Chriſt, for the Remiſſion of our 
Iniquities, and the conſtant Dependence we have 
on him for a compleat Supply of our numerous 


Wants. 


And here alſo it may be obſerved, that this Ob- 


jection bears only againſt that Branch of the Duty 
of Prayer, which is employed in Petitions for new 
Mercies : For certainly there cannot be the leaſt 


ſhadow of Abſurdity, in humbly deſiring of God 


the Forgiveneſs of our Treſpaſles, becauſe he knew 
we had committed them before the Confeſſion we 
made of our Guiltineſs in our Prayers. 

By confeſſing our Sins, we make a Declara- 
tion of our Unfeigned Sorrow for having offended 


our moſt merciful Father; by daily ſetting forth 


his Praiſe for the unexpreſſible Mercies we receive 
of him, we own him for our beſt Friend, and great- 
eſt Benefactor; by earneſtly praying for the conti- 
nuance of the Good Things we have conſtant uſe 


of, and by flying to him in Extraordinary Difficul- 


ties, Wants and Dangers, we publiſh to the World 
that our whole dependence is on him, as who alone 


has the Power and Goodneſs to ſupply and relieve 


us; which Acts of Prayer are moſt agreeable with 


his Immenſe Knowledge, which extends it ſelf to us 


and all Things elſe. 


(V.) But 
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(V.) But it is further objected, that God is in- 
finitely good, and that Infinite Goodneſs will 
oblige him to do what is fit to be done, whether 
Men pray unto him, or not. 


They argue thus; * He that asks any thing of *_ Max 


Tyrii dit» 


; God, either does deſerve to have it granted, or he fert. xxx. 
does not; if he be deſerving, God will grant the!“ 


Thing, although he never prays for it; but if he 
be undeſerving, he ſhall be deny d notwithſtand- 
ing his Prayer. So that God will neither give Men 
what they pray for, if they be unworthy ; nor with- 
hold from them what they are worthy ot, du they 
never pray for je. Tx 
But herein lies the Fallacy and Deceitfulneſs of 
this Argument; it ſuppoſes what is moſt untrue 
namely, that Men cannot be made better by the 
Performance of the Duty of Prayer ; whereas no- 


thing whatſoever has a ſtronger tendency to amend, 


purity and humble our Perverſe, Defiled, Vain and 
Proud Hearts,and to qualifie them for the Loving 


Kindneſs of God, than Frequent and Affectionate 


Prayer. 5 

He that has real Intentions to pray, reſolyes to 
approch the Divine Preſence, and to appear be- 
fore the Great God who filleth the Heaven and the 


EFarth with the Glory of his Majeſty, and humbly 


ro petition for Things of the greateſt conſequence 
yy a0 
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and importance. Now can a Man that has Thought 
and Conſideration, admit ſuch a Good Deſign, 
without purpoling to prepare himſelf for it? 
It muſt be Convictions of Conſcience, that he 
is a great Sinner, and that God is diſpleaſed with 
him, that bring him thus to humble himſelf be- 
fore the Lord, and on his Knees to beg for Pardon 
and Mercy. | ok 


And that his Perſon may be acceptable, and his 


Petition be granted, he ought to ſtir up in his Soul 


true Hatred of the Evil Actions which were the cauſe 


of the Divine Diſpleaſure ; a real Grief for ha- 


ving broken the Righteous Laws of his Great Cre- 


ator; for having fruſtrated the Powerful Interceſſi- 
ons of his Mercifal Redeemer; and for having reſiſt- 
ed the Gracious Motions of the Holy Comforter; 
and a firm Reſolution to reform and return to his 
Duty. „ 

And certainly by ſuch Preparations he will, ac- 
cording to the favourable Allowances made in the 
Goſpel to poor Criminals, become more qualify d, 


deſerving and worthy of God's Pity and Compaſſi- 
on: And if the firſt Serious Entrances upon the 


Duty of Prayer do cauſe ſo great an Alteration, 
what Increaſe of Godlineſs and Virtue will a long 
Regular Courſe of Sincere Devotions produce in 


our Souls ? Perſevering with Patience and Humble 
Submiſſion to Providence, in the Exerciſe of De- 
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vout Prayer, when the Thing much deſired is not 
yet granted, is a Behaviour very pleaſing to God, is 
a means of better qualifying, and making the Soul 
more capable of the Bleſſing expected, and which 
will render it more profitable, delightful and com- 
fortable when we ſhall receive it. 


(VI.) Another Objection made, is, That you 


want Faith, and fear God will not hear their Pray- 


ers, nor anſwer their Deſires, who do not believe 


his Promiſes, and confide in his Help, when Dan- 


gers and Difficulties do encompaſs them; where- 
fore you dare not preſume to offer up any Petiti- 
ons unto him. 


ww” 
aaa, — 


Now if your Faith be weak by your neglecting 


carefully to conſider the Arguments which will 
ſupport it, this is a great Fault, which you ought 


 withour loſs of time to amend. 


But if your Diffidence and want of Faith pro- 
ceed from a Senſe of your own Unworthineſs, and 
the Remembrance of your manifold Tranſgreſli. 


ons, which you heartily lament, and truly endea- 
vour to forſake, there is ground to hope that your 
Imperfe& Performances, upon the Merciful and E- 


quitable Terms of the New Teſtament, will be 


accepted. 
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It is often from a Melancholy and Unhappy 
Conſtitution, and not from the Commiſſion of 
Great Sins, that Infirm, bur Sincere Chriſtians do 
judge ſo ſeverely of their own Condition ; and 
God does not condemn them, though they do con- 
denn themſelves. g 

But be it further obſerved, that the little Faith 
you have, if you omit Religious Duties, and lay 
aſide your Prayers, will decay very faſt, and in a 
ſhort time be quite extinguiſhed; but the more 
you exerciſe your Thoughts about the Reaſons that 
demonſtrate the Truth and Excellency of your Re- 
ligion, the more you conſtantly and earneſtly pray 
in ſecret and publick, and ſeriouſly meditate on 
the Power, Wiſdom, Goodneſs of God, and per— 
uſe the Hiſtories of the Deliverances he in all Ages 
has work'd for his People, when in their Diſtreſs 
they have called upon his Holy Name; ſo much 
che more you will encreaſe your Faith, ſtrengthen 
your Hope, and confirm your Truſt and Reliance 
upon him. 3 

And now I have endeavour to give a full An- 
ſwer to the moſt Plauſible Objections againſt the 
Duty of Prayer, and have proved that it is very 
agreeable to the Nature of God, and without Re- 
pugnancy to any of his Attributes; and Jam apt 
to fear, that thoſe who had forborn to pray, un- 
| der 
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Jos Ya pretenſe of luch Objections as "the oſs. h 13 


fomething elſe 40 bottom Which Was the real ca! uſe 


of their Neglect. 


Ic was not becauſe they could not conceive 
their Prayers would be ſuitable to the Nature of 
God, but becauſe they could not reconcile them 
to their Sins. Not ſo much a Suſpicion that God 
was inexorable, of whoſe Mercy they have ſo 
largely vartaken ; or that they ſhould be trouble- 
ſome to him, 105 their Prayers needleſs; as a 
real Shame to pray againſt thoſe . Plea- 


ſures which they ſtill loved, and had not the Will. 


and Reſolution to forlake. 


There never was any Nati- 
on or People, which did not 


Worſhip and Pray unto the 
Being they own'd for their 
God; and the truer their No- 


3 were of God, ſo much 


Laudetur omnibus linguis Deus 


ſanctus; glorificatus in Celſitudine 


Throni ſui, ab omnibus creaturis. 
Laudabo eum cum gratiarum 


actione, pro datis beneficiis, & quz IM 


abunde largitus eſt donis. Elmacins + 


Saracenicæ Hiſtor. ſub initium, Interprete 
genie. | 


more ſerious, Pens” þ and frequent, were the 
Devotions which they alfred up to him. 

And is ic not ſtrange and deplorable, to hear 
of Objections againſt the Duty of Prayer among 


Chriſtians, when Prayers are uſed by Men of alt 


Religions: ? 
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* Tudz1 omnes Statuunt, nemini ad 
culpe ſuæ veniam facrificium ullum 
valuiſſe, niſi qui culpam expiandam 
prece ſupplici confiteretur. Outram. 
Vide etiam Abra- 
benel. & Mai moni dem apud eundem ib. 


1 Quippe victimas cædi ſine preca- 
tione non videtur referre, nec Deos 
ritè conſuli.— Vidimus certis 
precationibus obſecraſſe ſummos Ma- 
giſtratus. Plin. Nat. Hiſt. lib. 28. c. 2. 


P. 498. : 5 
Extat Tuciæ Veſtalis inceſtæ preca- 


tio, qua uſa aquam tulit cribro, ©. 16. 


Inſtituta precationis hora per ædi- 
tuum indicitur, quo facto popu- 
lus certatim concurrit, in templum 
ſeſe confert, Deum laudat & invocat. 
Idque quotidie, quinis fit victbus, in 
ſingulis delubris. Muhammedanus Pre- 
cans Henningii, p. 14. Leonclow Chron. 
Turc. p. 193. 


+ Fr. Barton apud Hottingerum. Vidi 
Conſtantinopoli, in S. Sophiæ Tem- 
plo, ad bis mille congregatos eo ſilen- 
tio, ut ante ingreſſum ibi neminem 
eſſe ratus ſim. Hiſt. Orient. p. 310, 
Henning. p. 18. 


The Patriarchs, 


FT TR 


The * Jews and f Gentiles 
did all agree in this; Thar 
their Sacrifices would not haye 
any Value, or Prevalency in 
the Expiation of Sins, if they 
were not attended with hum- 
ble Prayer, arid a ſolemn Con- 


feſſion of the Crimes to be ex- 


plated. 

It is the conſtant Uſe of the 
7. Turks to pray publickly Five 
Times every Day: And ſo 


grave and compoled is their 


Behaviour at their Devotions, 
that hardly the leaſt + Noiſe or 
Whiſper is to be heard, where 
ſome Thouſands be aſſembled 
together. 


and Prophets, and other Holy 


Men, did Confeſs, Pray, and make Supplications, 


in all Times and Places. 
at Noon will T pray and cry aloud, and he 


Evening, Morning, and 
ſhall hear 


my voice. -I will call upon Cod, and be ſhall ſave 
me. When the Jſraelites had highly provoked 
God, Moſes and Aaron pray d for them unto the 


__ 


Lord, and ſo averted his Diſpleaſure, and put a 


Stop 


— 
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Stop to his Judgments, which would have de- 
ſtroyed them. : 3 
Our ever Bleſſed Lord was affectionate, con- 
ſtant, and zealous in his Prayers, put up to his 
Father in Heaven, not only for himſelf, his Diſ- 
ciples, and Friends; but alſo for his Enemies, 
who hated him; for his Accuſers, who ſlander'd 
him; and for his Perſecutors, who murder'd him 
in a moſt ignominious and cruel manner: And 
ſhall not we Sinners think our ſelves obliged to 
follow his excellent Example, who had no Sin; 
in adoring, and praiſing his Goodneſs to us; 
in begging his Pardon of our manifold Tranſe 
greſſions, heighten d by very aggravating Cir- 
cumſtances; in requeſting, on our bended 
Knees, his Aſſiſtance, againſt the innumerable. 
Temprations that conſtantly aſſault us? 

Did our entirely innocent and perfect Saviour, 
pray continually; and ſhall we, imperfect and 
wicked Creatures, not pray at all? 

Did he compoſe a moſt Comprehenſive Form 
of Prayer for his Diſciples, to be uſed on all Oc- 
caſions, who had extraordinary Inſpirations from 
his Holy Spirit; and can we be ſo inſenſible of 
our Duty, or our Wants, as to imagine we have 
no need of putting up any Prayers? 


N 


The Objections againſt the : 

Our Lord commands us, by his Holy Apo- 
ſtles, to pray without ceaſing; and we do the re- 
verſe of his Commandment, and ceaſe to pray at 


all. 


Shall we have ſuch malicious, ſubtile, power- 
ful and prevailing Enemies, as the World, the 
Fleſh, and the Devil; and yet unconcerned and 


ſtupid in the midſt of ſuch Terrible Dangers, 


implore no Supplies from Heaven effectually to 
reſiſt them? 3 


Our Bleſſed Lord is entred into Heaven it ſelf, 
now to appear in the preſence of God for us ; be is able 
to ſave to theuttermoſt, and ever liveth at the Right 
Hand of God, ts make interceſſion for them who come 
to God by him: And if we will with Conſtancy,and Sin- 


cerity, and Humility pray unto our moſt Dear Savi- 
our, he will continually recommend us and our 


Humble Supplicacions unto God. i 

t is moſt unaccountable, that Men ſhould 
fetch Arguments againſt the Duty of Prayer, 
from the Nature of God; when David, a Man 
after God's own Heart, declares it one of his At- 
tributes, to be a Hearer of Prayer; O thou that 
heareſt Prayer, unto thee ſhall all fleſh come: And 
when he has ſo often commanded Men to pray, 
and beſt knows what is molt agreeable to him- 
ſelf; and hath promiſed, that large Bleſſings 
OF . ſhould 
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Toad follow” Prayers 3” z and has ver = | 
quently anſwered them in more ec} Re- 
turns, than the humble Petitioners did either 
requeſt or hope for. 


And who ſo ſharply expoſtulates with, and 
threatneth them, who, negle& and forget him. 
Thou haſt not called upon me, G Jacob; thou 
haſt been weary of me, O Iſrael. Pour out thy 
Fury upon the Heathen , that know thee not 


and upon the Families that call not on thy 
Name. 1 | 


But on e contrary. dots encourage this 
Duty with the moſt Beneficial and Extenſive. 
Promiſes. Call upon me in the day of trouble , 
and 1 will deliver. thee. They who ſeek, bim, ſhall 
not want any good. That he is nigh unto all them 
that call upon him in truth. That he will be 
found of them that ſeek. bim” with all their heart. 
That he will fulfill the deſire of them that fear 
him; he will 11 their Cry, and will ſave them. 
That, if we ach, it ſhall be given us; if we 


ſeek, we ſhall fad; if we 3 it 175 be 


opened unto us. 
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T ſhall conclude - with a brief Kipdhithia 
tion of the Profit we ſhall have, | if we 
pray unto God. 3 


Prayers to God, 1 they 
4 Nec fruſtra funt in Deo ofitz © £5, 

bl  preceſyue; qua com ht. fe Te are right, can never be vain 
| <ficaces effe non poſſunt. Beer, an- and inefficacious. Praiſes, 


Cl nl Or Thankſgivings, Adorations, 
as they are the only immediate Requitals and 
Returns we can make to God for his lnfmite 

Mercies and Loving - kindneſſes vouchſafed un- 

= to us, fo they are moſt acceptable to him, 

= and arc always attended wich his Blefling and 
Favour, 
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Nothing | like keryent Bells Prayer : 
dilpoſes and inclines us to endeavour to be aſſi- 
milated, and made like unto God, in all his 
1 0 Perfections. . maryellouſly increaſes 
Piery ,. Meekneſs, Humility and Charity in our 
Souls; and makes us, in great meaſure, to Par- 


- take of, the Divine, Life. F 


* 
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Nothing can more preſerve our Integrity; no- 
thing will keep us more bumble , when we b 


ſper, 
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Duty of Frayer, Anſwered. 
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ſper „and live in Softneſs and Eale ; nothing 


more patient and reſigned under preſent Evils, or 
leſs fearful of thoſe which be likely to come. 


Aſſiduity in our Prayers, will ſubdue the Vio- 


lence of our Paſſions; will fetch Supply for the 


Wants and Infirmities of our Nature ; will repel 
the Importunity of Paſſions, and enable us to 


ſerve God ſtedfaſtly and chearfully, and to hold 


the Faith in a good Conſcience. 


Prayers introduce, and keep us in the Glorious 


Preſence of God; they cauſe us to be very 


much aſhamed of our Sins, and to be extreme 


fearful of again offending our Gracious Lord, 
who has been pleaſed to admit us ſo near to him- 
ſelt: They powerfully move our Souls to love 
and eſteem God; they excite in us a great Reve- 
rence and Honour of his Holy Name, and bring 
us willingly and entirely to put our Confidence 


? 
* 


in him. 
Prayers only miniſter true Comfort to us in 
our deepeſt Grief and Sorrow; they are the on- 


ly ſolid Support we can rely on in a State of Ad- 


verſity, when we are mightily diſtreſſed and per- 
15 EB ſecuted. 
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The Objthons againſt he 


Eccleſ. 41. 


i, 


fried: 


his Authority 


Providence: And in 


In Sickneſs, and imminent Danger, 
they arm us againſt the Fear of Death; Againſt 
Death, the remembrance whereof is fo bitter, to 4 
man that liveth at reſt in his poſſeſſions ; unto the 
man that hath nothing to vex him, and that hath pro- 
fſperity in all things; yea, unto him that is yet able to 
receive meat. 


la our Prayers we acknowledge, admire., 
and worſhip all the Attributes and Perfecti— 
ons of the Divine Nature; we manifeſt our 
Fear and Dread of his boundleſs and uncon- 
troulable Power; we ſignify our hearty De- 


| fires to be governed by his unſearchable Wi- 


dom; and we proclaim to the World our Thank 
ful Senſe of his Infinite Goodneſs. 


We own a ready and total Submiſſion to 
and Government, and receive 
him to be Abſolute Lord over us; we pro- 
fels our ſelves content with the Condition he 
hach ſettled us in, and to be ſatisfied with 
all the Diſpenſations of his Wiſe and Good 
proſpect ob our ſudden 
Removal out of this World, we daily be- 
feech God to confirm our Faith, to perfect 
| Our 


N 
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Duty of Prore An] wered, © 


3 


our Repentance, and to teach us ſo religiouſly. 
to number our Days, that after this ſhort 
and painful Life ended, we may dwell with him 
in Life everlaſting. Anen. 
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Bio of Norwich, Two Sermons of the Wiſdom and Good- 


neſs of Providence „ before the Queen at Whitehall. 
Quarto. 


— Sermon Preached at St. Andrew's Holborn, on Gal. 6. 7. 
410. 


—— Of Religious Melancholy. A Sermon preached before the 


Queen at Whitehall, tb. Edit. 8 vo. pr. 3 4. 

Of the awer of the Soul, Preached before the 
King and Queen at hiteball, on Palm. Sunday. 410, 

—— —— Thankſgiving Sermon before the King at St. Fames's, Apr. 
16. 1696. 40. 

Sermon preached before the Houſe of Lords, in the Abhy- 
Church at Weſtminſter, Fan. 21. 169. 4'o. 

Sermon preached before the Queen at St. Fames's Chap- 


pel, on Friday, March 8. 17c;. being the Anniverſary of Her Ma- 
jeſty's Happy Acceſſion to the Throne. 40. 


Archbiſhop Tillotſon's Works, the 4th Edition, Fol. 

Sermons of the Stedfaftnefs in Religion : Of Family Re- 

ligion ; of Education of Children, and the Advantage of an Ear- 

ly Piery. Third Edition, 120. Price 13. 6 4. 

Perſwaſive to Frequent Communion in the Sacrament 

of the Lord's Supper; 14th Edition, 129 Price ſtitch'd 3 4. 
Two Diſcourſes : The Firſt, Of Evil Speaking ; by his Grace 

Fobn late Archbiſhop of Canterbavy; The Second, Of the Go- 

vernment of the Thoughts; by his Grace Fobn, Lord Archbi- 

ſhop of York. Both preached before their Majeſties. 1694 8vo. 

r. 6 d. 

— Reaſonableneſ; of Believing without Seeing. A Sermon 

preach'd before the King in St. James Chappel, or Palms Sun- 

day, March 24. 1700. 4to. 


——- A Sermon at the Coronation of Q. Anne, in the Abby- 


-Church-of Wefbmrinfter, Ayril 23. 1702. 4to. 


A Serious Exhortation to Repentance and a Holy Life: 
A Sermon preached before the Queen at St. Fame! s Chappel on 
Aſmwedneſday. Feb, 10, 1703 4/0, 


Ihe 


Books printed for W. Rogers. 


The Duty and Advantages of frequently receiving the 

Holy Sacrament ; in a Sermon preached before the Queen at 

St. Fames's, on Good-Friday, March 26. 1703. 4to. 

The Deſign of Chriſtianity : A Sermon preached before 

the Queen at St. James's Chappel, on Chriſtmaſs day. 1704. 40. 
Theſe Five by bis Grace John Lord Archbiſhop of York. 


Biſhop Wilkins's Fifteen Sermons upon ſeveral Occaſions. 


2d Edit. 8 Vo. 
Biſnop of Morceſters Doctrines and Practices of the Church of 


Rome truly Repreſented, &. 416. | 
Doctrine of the Trinity and Tranſubſtantiation compa- 


red; in Two Parts. 4to. 
Biſhop of Bath and Melli his Commentary on the Pentateuch, 


2 Vol. 8 vo. — 
Demonſtration of the 1ias, 2d and 3d Volumes, $wo. 


Dr. Sherlsck's Practical Diſcourſe concerning Death, 13th Edit. 
8 vo. | | 
practical Diſcourſe concerning Judgment: 6th Edit. 80. 
A Diſcourſe concerning the Happineſs of Good Men, 
and the Puniſhment of the Wicked in the next World, Part I. 
Containing the Proofs of the Immortality of the Soul and Im- 


mortal Life: 2d Edit. 8 vo. | 
Diſcourſe concerning Divine Providence: 4th Edit. 


8 vo. | 5 
——— Sermons upon ſeveral Occaſions; 2d Edit. 8 vo. 


— A Practical Diſcourſe of Religious Aſſemblies ; 4th Edit. 


8 vo. 
— The Scripture Proofs of our Saviour's Divinity Explain'd 


and Vindicated ; with an Examination of a late Diſcourſe con- 
cerning the Deſcent of the Man Chriſt Jeſus from Heaven, to- 
g-ther with his Aſcenſion to Heaven again. 8ve. 

— Vindication of the Doctrine of the Trinity; 3d Edit. 4to. 
— Preſent State of the Socinian Controverſy, and the Doctrine 
of the Catholick Fathers concerning a Trinity in Unity. 4%. 
———- A Vindication of the Sermon of the Danger of cor- 
rupting the Faith by Philoſophy ; in anſwer to ſome Socinian 


Remarks. 4to. 
A Sermon preach'd before the King at Hampron-Court, 


Tune 1ſt. 170 1. 4to, 
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